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161 February 12, 1897 

Annual report. — Certain information which I need for this report I 
can only obtain through the health authorities, and as soon as they can 
furnish me with it I will send the report. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected or 
received bills of health from this office : December 29, bark G. Southard 
Hulbert, American, for Barbados, West Indies, and bark Auriga, British, 
for Sapelo Sound, Georgia. December 31, barkentine Glad Tidings, 
American, for Baltimore ; steamship Galileo, Belgian, for New York, 
N. Y.; and bark Baltimore, American, for Baltimore, Md. January 4, 
1897, ship Glama, Portuguese, for New Orleans, La. 

Bespectfully, yours, E. Clear Y, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, V. 8. M. H. S. 

Bio de Janeiro, January 11, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit report for the week ended January 
9, 1897 : 

There were 13 deaths from accesso pernicioso, a decrease of 3 ; 5 from 
yellow fever, an increase of 3 ; 1 from smallpox, a decrease of 2 ; 4 from 
beriberi, a decrease of 3 ; 2 from enteric fever and 1 from diphtheria, 
none in the foregoing week ; none from measles, 1 in the foregoing 
week ; 46 from tuberculosis, a decrease of 17, and 275 from all causes, 
a decrease of 47. 

The almost daily afternoon showers, and some days almost floods, 
keep down the temperature at night, though the thermometer rises 
high enough in the day, and to this daily break in the temperature I 
attribute the good state of the health of the town as far as yellow fever 
is concerned. 

On the whole, it is rare to have so healthy a time in January. 

Since last report the following-named ships have been inspected or 
received bills of health from this office : January 4, steamship Lassell, 
British, for New York, and schooner Mabel Jordan, American, for Bar- 
bados, West Indies. January 8, bark Dort, Norwegian, for Ship Island, 
Mississippi; steamship Golden Cross, British, for Pensacola, Fla., and 
bark Wandering Jew, American, for Barbados, West Indies. January 
9, steamship Dalecarlia, German, for New York, N. Y., and steamship 
Kaffir Prince, British, for New York, N. Y. 

Bespectfully, yours, B. Gleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U.. S. M. H. S. 

Sanitary report of Rio de Janeiro for the year 1896. 

Bio de Janeiro, January 11, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit the following report on the health 
of Bio de Janeiro for the year 1896 : 

Yellow fever. — As compared with foregoing years, the epidemic of 
this disease was not very great, though considerably more extensive 
than in the previous year of 1895. There were reported 3,789 cases, of 
which 2,909 proved fatal, being 76.8 per cent. This great percentage 
of deaths would naturally be much lowered if all the truth were known, 
for many physicians do not report all their eases — only the fatal ones — 
or call the disease by some other name, such as accesso pernicioso or 
gastric fever, whilst on the contrary it must be admitted that some 
cases reported as yellow fever prove in the end to be some other disease. 
Besides, the removal of the greater part of these sick to the hospitals 
in an advanced stage of the attack is too often necessarily fatal, though 
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the slums from which many are taken might be more so. The rate per 
1,000 of the deaths from this disease was 4.48 — not excessive for the 
largest intertropical town subject to its ravages. 

Smallpox. — This disease continued throughout the year, though but 
few cases occurred after January, due, I take it, to the energetic service 
of the sanitary officers, who have much to contend with ; more, perhaps, 
than in most other large towns because of the ignorant opposition of the 
classes most attacked, many of them being newly arrived immigrants, 
and of the wretched habitations in which exist the poorest classes. In 
this disease the mortality was also excessive, being 40.6 per cent. 

Accesso pernicioso. — Many cases of this so-called disease continue to 
be reported, and as yellow fever increases and becomes better recognized, 
the cases diminish in proportion. As I once before stated, I think that 
all of these cases that are not concentrated malarial attacks, are yellow 
fever. 

JEkteric fever. — There were 272 fatal cases of this disease during the 
year, about an average, though largely in excess of the year 1895. I 
have never known the disease to assume an epidemic form here, though 
there are usually from 20 to 25 deaths from it every month. The water 
furnished to the town is badly filtered, if at all, and the meat, too often 
if not in an incipient stage of putrefaction, is certainly stale. These may 
be the causes. 

Beriberi. — This disease appears to have become endemic in Eio de 
Janeiro, though most of the cases are amongst the army and navy 
people, and are usually at once removed to the beriberi hospital, and 
for this reason it has never extended much amongst the people at large. 

Tuberculosis still continues to make its usual ravages, there having 
been an increase of 223 deaths over the number in 1895. Whilst the 
attention and energies of the sanitary officials are directed to other 
diseases, this one appears to attract little notice, and I know of no par- 
ticular efforts made to control it; hence its continuation. There are 
street cars in every conceivable direction in this town and the people 
overheat themseves with walking, hail a car, get in, open all their 
clothes, and catch the current of air created by the motion, become 
chilled, and get what is commonly called "a bad cold," which, being 
neglected, leaves them in prime condition to receive the germs of 
tuberculosis. Many cases commence in this way. As compared with 
yellow fever this year, the percentage is nearly the same. 

Malaria. — The remarks under tuberculosis can be applied to this dis- 
ease, as the conditions are identical. It is to be hoped that in the 
near future the attention of the health authorities will be especially 
directed to these two diseases, as their united victims far exceed those 
from yellow fever and smallpox combined. 

Cholera. — This disease did not make its appearance during the year 
1896. 

Measles, scarlatina, diphtheria, influenza, and whooping cough. — These dis- 
eases only appear sporadically, and, with the exception of the last two, 
are very fatal. 

Sanitary congress. — During the year there was a congress held here, 
under the direction of the Vice-President of the Eepublic, composed of 
the most eminent sanitary, scientific, and political lights of the country. 
The great question of improved sanitation for this town and port was 
ably debated for some weeks under the light of every information possi- 
ble on the subject, and whilst every evil requiring redress was recog- 
nized and the ways for improvement pointed out, I do not think much 
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will be done soon, because of the large sum necessary for a thorough 
sanitation and the wide difference of opinion as to the mode of pro- 
ceeding on the subject. 

It would appear that as it is impossible to do all for want of means, 
that the work should be done every year, as far as circumstances would 
allow, so that in the future a decidedly great improvement might be 
expected,, but the well-understood efforts necessary for this appear to be 
paralyzed by the overwhelming whole that is necessary. It should be 
said that to the intelligent, able, and untiring efforts of the sanitary 
chiefs is entirely due such improvements as we have. 

Table. — Annexed will be found tables of the deaths and births during 
the year. That of the births is not very perfect, for, though the demog- 
raphist, Dr. Buhces Cavalho, is gradually improving this department, 
full reports can not yet be obtained. 

Eespectfully, yours, E. Gleary, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Deaths in Bio de Janeiro, Brazil, in the year 1896. 
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Mortality for the year 1896, per 1,000, 30.16; mortality for the year 1895, per 1,000, 29.65; mortality 
from yellow fever, per 1,000, 4.48; mortality from smallpox, per 1,000, 0.42; mortality from tubercu- 
losis, per 1,000, 4.05; mortality from malaria, per 1,000, 3.53; percentage of deaths to cases in yellow 
fever, 76.8 ; percentage of deaths to cases in smallpox, 40.6. 
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Births in Bio de Janeiro, legitimate, illegitimate, and including race, in 1896. 





Legitimate. 


Illegitimate. 


03 

u 

2 
% 

& 




Race. 






Months. 


Whites. 


Mix- j Col- 
ed. : ored. 


■o" 
<u 
T! 



a 

4) 

h 

"3 
O 


qd' 


03 

a 


00 
V 

"3 

a 
s 


"3 


Eh 


OQ 

V 
8 


0} 

4) 

•a 
a 

u 

ft 


■3 
o 


"3 

a 


33 
0> 

"S 

a 

ft 


33 

a 

a 


to [ 

ii 

h a 


03 


2 




40" 
426 
471 
442 
465 
433 
473 
458 
437 
392 
372 
398 


278 
408 
503 
455 
443 
421 
434 
414 
394 
388 
396 
401 


778 
833 
974 
897 
908 
854 
907 
872 
831 
780 
768 
799 


110 
141 
155 
146 
144 
126 
163 
145 
128 
114 
113 
120 


119 

152 
168 
119 
126 
130 
154 
119 
130 
139 
97 
101 


229 
293 
323 
265 
270 
256 
317 


1,007 
1,126 
1,297 
1,162 
1,178 
1,11(1 
1,224 


289 
299 
382 
291 
329 
376 
423 
433 
418 
406 
366 
370 


272 


36 
54 
07 
50 
66 
70 
68 
6d 
60 
69 
61 
66 


4 
10 
24 
15 
18 

9 
22 
16 
16 
16 
17 
18 


12 
17 
16 
14 
18 
14 
15 
11 
17 
8 
IS 
12 


648 
717 
956 
679 
814 
938 
997 
968 
976 
937 
885 
902 


122 




289 48 
410: 57 
261 ! 48 


111 
118 




96 




307 
387 
S96 
391 
394 
379 
363 
361 


76 
82 
73 
57 
71 
59 
63 
75 


88 




73 


July 


75 




264 
258 


1,136 
1.089 


74 
74 




253 1.033 


94 




210 
221 


978 
1,020 


71 




106 








5,166 


•',035 


10, 201 


1,605 


1,554 


3,159 


13,360 


4,382 


4,?™ 


744 


727 


185 


169.10,417 


1,107 











Total of living births, 13.360 ; total of still births, 1,107; total of births reported, 14,467. 

Rate per 1,000 of births, 22.25; rate per 1,000 of legitimate birlhs. excluding still births, 15.69; rate 
per 1,000 of illegitimate births, excluding still births, 4.86; proportion of legitimate to illegitimate 
birlhs, 31 percent. 

CUBA. 



Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 70 new cases 
and 24 deaths from yellow fever and 164 deaths from smallpox during the 
week ended February 4, 

The United States consul at Santiago de Cuba reports that during 
the two weeks ended January 30 there were 5 deaths from yellow fever. 

Habana, Cuba, February 6, 1897. 

Sie : I have the honor to inform you that smallpox has again increased 
considerably, and that the number of deaths from it during the last 
seven days reached the startling figure of 164, about one-half of the 
deaths here from all diseases put together and more than any week since 
this epidemic commenced. I can not believe that very much vaccina- 
tion is being performed in proportion to the large number requiring it, 
although the daily papers are now talking of its having become oblig- 
atory, etc. Yellow fever has not diminished among the Spanish troops 
in the military hospitals ; in fact, there have been 24 deaths from it 
during this week, against 19 during the previous one. 

Mortuary report. — During the month of January there were 1,514 
deaths in all in this city, 152 of which were caused by yellow fever, 57 
by smallpox, 49 by enteric fever, 26 by so-called pernicious fever, 19 by 
paludal fever. 1 by bilious fever, 83 by dysentery, 79 by enteritis, 6 by 
diphtheria, 3 by the grippe, 30 by pneumonia, and 182 by tuberculosis. 
During the week ended February 4 there were 389 deaths' in all, 24 of 
which were caused by yellow fever, with 70 new cases approximately ; 
164 were caused by smallpox, with 1,430 new cases approximately ; 8 
were caused by enteric fever, 3 by pernicious fever, 19 by dysentery, 17 
by enteritis, 5 by pneumonia, and 46 by tuberculosis. All of the 24 



